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AROUND MINNETONKA
FALL 2023

NEWS FROM MINNETONKA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

DISTRICT CALENDAR
OCTOBER 2023
3 ...........Second Annual Community & Resource 

Night, 5:30-8 p.m., MME
5 ...........School Board Regular Meeting, 7 p.m., DSC
12 ........P/T Conferences, 4-8 p.m.
13 ........No School K-12+, P/T Conferences,  

8 a.m.-4 p.m.
19-20...No School K-12+, Statewide Teacher 

Meetings
23 ........K-5 No School (Practice E-learning) 

and 6-12+ Required E-learning, Staff 
Professional Learning

26 ........School Board Study Session, 6 p.m., DSC

Find more upcoming calendar events, district updates and feature stories online at minnetonkaschools.org

MINNETONKA COMMUNITY CELEBRATES HOMECOMING
From September 18-23, the Minnetonka Schools community celebrated Homecoming, an annual opportunity to recognize pride and 
camaraderie in our district. From Minnetonka High School’s pepfest, weeklong spirit activities in all schools and the community-wide 
parade in Excelsior to the varsity football game and the Minnetonka Alumni Association’s annual Alumni Awards Brunch, it was a festive 
and joyful week recognizing the many ways our community strives for excellence. Pictured below are highlights from the pepfest and 
parade. Watch the Homecoming video at bit.ly/mtka-homecoming-2023 or scan the QR code.

NOVEMBER 2023
2 ...........School Board Regular Meeting, 7p.m., DSC
6 ...........Celebration of Service, 6:30 p.m., MHS
7 ...........Election Day
9 ...........Quarter 1 Ends
10 ........No School, Gr K-12+, Planning and 

Grading/PLC
13 ........Quarter 2 Begins
16 ........School Board Study Session, 6 p.m., DSC
22 ........No School K-12+, Staff Professional 

Learning Option
23-24 .No School K-12+, District Offices Closed, 

Thanksgiving Break

DECEMBER 2023
7 ...........School Board Regular Meeting, 7p.m., DSC
8 ...........Tonka Pride Sale, 3-7pm, DSC
9 ...........Tonka Pride Sale, 8am-1pm, DSC
14 ........School Board Study Session, 6 p.m., DSC
21-Jan 2...No School K-12+, Winter Break
25-26 .. District Offices Closed

Tech Levy and Four School Board Seats on 
the Ballot for November 7
This year, there are two Minnetonka Schools items 
on ballots for district residents.

• Learn more about the Capital Projects “Tech 
Levy” at minnetonkaschools.org/tech-levy

• Learn more about School Board candidates 
at minnetonkaschools.org/elections



from
 the 

Superintendent
MESSAGE
Fall is here! The start of school is one of m

y favorite 
tim

es of the year–w
ith all of its excitem

ent, celebratory 
H

om
ecom

ing events and the joy of w
elcom

ing 
students back into our schools.  

I’m
 pleased to share som

e of the H
om

ecom
ing 

highlights in the photos on this postcard. From
 the 

pepfest, to the parade in dow
ntow

n Excelsior to the 
H

om
ecom

ing gam
e, the school spirit alive in the 

M
innetonka Schools com

m
unity is incredible!

N
ow

 entering O
ctober, it m

ight seem
 early to think 

about the next school year already, but w
e know

 that 
this transition is on parents’ m

inds and w
ant to provide 

som
e guidance and reassurance early in the process 

for fam
ilies w

ho w
ill have a Kindergartener for the 

2024-25 school year. O
ur goal is to w

alk w
ith fam

ilies 
every step of the w

ay on their journey tow
ard their 

child’s first day of school.

It is now
 m

y second year in M
innetonka, and I can 

speak w
ith confidence to the unm

atched opportunities 
for our students. Every one of our elem

entary schools 
w

orks to ensure students feel w
elcom

e and have a 
sense of belonging. W

e know
 that a positive school 

environm
ent sets the stage for high quality learning. 

This is true on the bus, in the halls, in the classroom
 

and on the playground. 

In M
innetonka, w

e take pride in providing w
orld-

class, student-centered learning. O
ur schools are 

state leaders in m
ath, reading and science proficiency 

rates, evidence of our com
m

itm
ent to excellence. 

W
ith both Chinese and Spanish Language Im

m
ersion 

from
 Kindergarten through grade tw

elve, and w
ith 

m
ore than 40%

 of our students participating in these 
program

s, w
e know

 w
e are offering students an 

am
azing opportunity. O

ur elem
entary students also 

have the opportunity to learn instrum
ental m

usic, 
participate in choir, act in a theatrical perform

ance and 
have physical education and art w

eekly. 

Finally, I w
ant to say that the com

m
unity support and 

the investm
ent in schools m

akes everything w
e do and 

provide possible. I appreciate the am
azing support this 

school district receives from
 residents, businesses and 

com
m

unity partners. Thank you to each of you for all 
you do to m

ake this a w
onderful place to live, lead  

and learn. 
D

avid Law
, JD

 • Superintendent of Schools

FO
LLO

W
 TH

E STEPS  
TO

 EN
RO

LL FO
R  

TH
E 2024 -25 

SCH
O

O
L YEA

R 

D
id you know

? Even if 
you have other children 

attending 
scho

ol 
in 

M
innetonka, 

you 
m

ust 
com

plete the steps to enroll 
your child in Kindergarten. Begin w

ith the online form
 

at m
innetonkaschools.org/enroll-now

.

IM
PO

RTA
N

T D
EA

D
LIN

E - JA
N

U
A

RY 15, 2024

Resident fam
ilies: The priority deadline for resident 

online enrollm
ent is January 15, 2024. W

hat does priority 
m

ean? Fam
ilies m

ust m
ake an im

portant decision for 
their Kindergartener: English language instruction (all 
elem

entary schools), Chinese language Im
m

ersion 
(Excelsior and Scenic H

eights elem
entary schools) or 

Spanish language Im
m

ersion (D
eephaven, Clear Springs, 

G
roveland and M

innew
ashta elem

entary schools). Your 
first choice of language and school are given priority 
w

hen you register by January 15. After that date, your 
first-choice schools or program

s m
ay be filled.

O
pen-enrolled fam

ilies: The state deadline for O
pen 

Enrollm
ent applications is January 15, 2024. There are 

several steps in the approval process, w
hich are outlined 

at m
innetonkaschools.org/oe-checklist. Fam

ilies that 
subm

it an O
pen Enrollm

ent application w
ill be notified 

regarding enrollm
ent by February 15, 2024. At that tim

e, 
fam

ilies w
ill be asked to com

plete the approved O
pen 

Enrollm
ent registration form

. 

D
ISTRICT O

F CH
O

ICE
M

innetonka 
Public 

Schools 
is 

am
ong 

the 
best-

perform
ing school districts, not just in M

innesota, 
but across the nation. Starting in Kindergarten, 
our prim

ary goal is to inspire the love of learning in 

KINDERGARTEN
enrollm

ent
children through academ

ic, social and em
otional teaching 

strategies. O
ur curriculum

 balances active, playful, hands-on 
learning w

ith individual, sm
all- and large-group instruction 

designed to nurture early academ
ic skills and prom

ote social 
developm

ent. Throughout the grade levels, our innovative 
program

s and extensive supports help each student succeed:
• 

Personalized, child-centered education

• 
Caring support to prom

ote student w
ell-being

• 
K-5 com

puter coding 
• 

U
nique program

s for advanced learners in elem
entary 

school: N
avigators, W

ings, project-based learning and 
accelerated m

ath and reading

• 
Before- and after-school childcare in our Explorers 
Program

: m
innetonkaschools.org/explorers

IN
FO

RM
A

TIO
N

 EV
EN

TS FO
R KIN

D
ERG

A
RTEN

Register online for a Kindergarten inform
ation event to let us know

 
you’ll join us: m

innetonkaschools.org/info-night 

Location
Events in N

ovem
ber and D

ecem
ber 2023

Clear Springs 
Elem

entary  
952-401-6950

D
ecem

ber 5: In-Person Inform
ation N

ight, 6pm
 

D
ecem

ber 7: Virtual Inform
ation N

ight, 6pm

D
eephaven 

Elem
entary 

952-401-6900

N
ovem

ber 17: Preschool Story H
our, 9am

 
D

ecem
ber 7: In-Person Inform

ation N
ight, 6pm

Excelsior 
Elem

entary 
952-401-5650

D
ecem

ber 5: In-Person Inform
ation N

ight, 6pm
 

D
ecem

ber 7: Virtual Inform
ation N

ight, 6pm

G
roveland 

Elem
entary 

952-401-5600

D
ecem

ber 5: In-Person Inform
ation N

ight, 6pm
 

D
ecem

ber 6: Virtual Inform
ation N

ight, 6pm

M
innew

ashta 
Elem

entary 
952-401-5500

D
ecem

ber 5: In-Person Inform
ation N

ight, 6pm
 

D
ecem

ber 14: Virtual Inform
ation N

ight, 6pm

Scenic H
eights 

Elem
entary 

952-401-5400

N
ovem

ber 9: Preschool Story H
our, 9:30am

 
D

ecem
ber 5: Virtual Inform

ation N
ight, 6pm

 
D

ecem
ber 7: In-Person Inform

ation N
ight, 6pm

Tonka O
nline

952-283-8126
D

ecem
ber 5: Virtual Inform

ation N
ight, 4:30pm


